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PROCEEDI NGS
June 4, 2025

CHAIR NI XON: | call to order --
good norning. How is everybody doi ng
this norning? O afternoon, sorry.
Sorry about that.

| call to order the June 4th,
2025, neeting of the Virginia Racing
Comm ssion. The first itemon the
agenda is to take roll.

Vi ce Chair Tanner.

COW SSI ONER TANNER:  Present.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner Brand.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Present.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Gor don- Moor e.

COVM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE
Present .

CHAI R NI XON:  And Comm ssi oner
Si egel .

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: Present.

CHAIR NI XON: Let the record
refl ect that we have a quorum

Bef ore we nove on to the officia

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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agenda, Commi ssi oner Gordon- Moore
woul d Ii ke to provide sone takeaways
froma recent neeting that she
attended on behalf of the Comm ssion.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOCORE:  Hi, |
went to the Association of Racing
Comm ssion International Conference in
Loui svill e, Kentucky about two weeks
ago, and it was very educational and a
| ot of great networking. And we
di scussed that a |l ot of the problens
t hat everybody has, and sone of the
solutions, we all have a vet shortage.
And a lot of it is lifestyles and
I ssues and college loans. W all have
track surface issues. These issues
were di scussed and it seens |ike
there's a lot of answers to all of
t hese things.

And track safety has been very
preval ent with fewer breakdowns and
we're hoping that that gives us all a
better image. There are racing issues

t hat other states have that we nay or

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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may not have. Mat tracing in the
Sout hwest was a big deal. It's hard
to enforce because there are horses
sneaki ng across the border bringing in
di seases. It's totally unregul at ed.
And they asked me if we have these in
Virginia and | don't think so. But if
I"'mwong, I'd like to know about it.

And now we have HI SA searching
for picograns and they do a great job
in a lot of things, but the
environnent is conpletely contam nated
in our whole world. Water systens all
over the country have picograns of
terrible things in them And
contam nation is a big issue that
needs to be di scussed.

A | ot of good things canme out of
it. There's a |ot of educational
prograns. The Anerican Quarter Horse
Associ ation has a youth program and
t hey give schol arships and they go to
racetracks and they said they' ve even

beconme -- willing to go to other

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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states. And there's a |lot of that
going on and it is good because our
future workforce conmes fromteaching
people how to do it.

The hard -- harness breeding
programis expandi ng which | did not
know. The aftercare is a big subject
and it's getting better but it's not
there yet. And everybody needs to
make some pl ans.

Everybody was very envi ous of our
HHR st at us because we seened to be the
state with the nost positive things
going on. | still wite about the
slot -- the HHR machi nes that | ook
i ke sl ot machi nes and have no
reference to horse racing. | think
sonebody can do a little bit better
wi th that.

One last thing, Katie Bo Lillis,
Robin WIllianms's daughter, she was a
conm ssi oner about 20 years ago, wote
a wonderful book called The Death of a

Racehorse. And it's not anything

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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you'd -- |like you' d expect. | opened
it up and thought, "Well, I'ma
racetracker, | know a | ot about this."
By page 2, | realized she was coni ng
froma conpletely different angle.

And it's an excellent book and | think
everybody in this roomwould benefit
fromreading it.

And that kind of is a very brief
summary of a lot that | | earned.

CHAI R NI XON: Thank you for
going. | appreciate that and giving
us an update on everything.

Now, I will open the floor to
menbers of the public to provide a --
t he public comment period not to
exceed three m nutes.

And | believe the mc is up here.
Is this where we are set up right up
front?

MR. AHMED: Yes.

CHAIR NI XON:  While the
Conm ssi on nay sonetines address

comments directly, we cannot respond

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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to each question during this period.

Pl ease keep your comments tailored to
the itens on the agenda so that we can
nmove forward through the neeting
efficiently.

Wul d anyone |ike to speak at
this tinme?

MR. BERVMAN:  Good norni ng.

CHAI R NI XON: Good nor ni ng.

MR. BERMAN.  As you guys
pr obably, many of you al ready know, |
eval uate t he benevol ence budgets every
year for the last, oh, 15 years. |
was around when the benevol ence fund
was created. And in 2023, | noticed a
new line item dental, and it was
budgeted for, |ike, $40,000, and at
the end of the year, the actual noney
spent was $47, 000 on dental work.

The foll owi ng year in 2024, |
think it was budgeted for -- it was
conbi ned with nedical and optical.

And these itens had been on the budget

in the past but never have exceeded

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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nore than 5 or $10,000. But it was
grouped with the dental all three
t oget her and there was budgeting for
li ke 50 grand, and |I think at the end
of the year, $57,000 was actually
spent.

This year, the budget cones out
and it's $60, 000 budgeted for this.
So in ny way of thinking, if nost of
this noney is being spent on dental,
that's |ike $140,000 in the last three
years that have been spent on dental
work. And | was hoping that
M. Bernman, when he gets up and tal ks
about the benevol ence budget today
could enlighten us on who's getting
all that dental work and why that has
all of a sudden cropped up and becone
such a | arge expenditure.

In all these years, |'ve never
seen a line itemthat's been that
|large. So, like | said, | was just
hopi ng that we m ght be able to get

sone answers today and find out, you

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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know, what that's all about. That's
all.

CHAIR NI XON:  Thank you,

M. Berman.

Per haps when the HBPA gets up to
speak, they can tal k about that.
Thank you.

Anyone el se?

Ckay. Next on the agenda is the
approval of the mnutes fromthe
previ ous neeting of the Comm ssion.
|'d like to entertain a notion to
approve the mnutes drafted for the
neeting held on March 26th, 2025.

Do | have a notion?

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So noved.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Si egel .

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Second.

CHAI R NI XON:  Second,
Comm ssi oner Brand.

Di rector Mackey is assigned the
fl oor.

M5. MACKEY: Thank you.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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Chair N xon, the staff recommends
approval of the neeting mnutes from
March 26t h.

CHAIR NI XON: Are there any
amendnents fromthe Conmm ssion?

Al'l comm ssioners in favor of
approving the mnutes as presented

pl ease i ndi cate by respondi ng yes.

NOTE: Conm ssioners respond yes.

CHAI R NI XON:  Any conm ssi oners
opposed?

Motion carries.

Next we will address the reports.
And | believe the first report is the
updat e regardi ng the 2025
Col oni al Downs summer race neet. And
| believe representatives fromthe
Virginia Horsenen's Benevol ent and
Protecti on Associ ation and the
Col oni al Downs group are presenting.

And it | ooks |ike you' re going

first.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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MR. HOPF: If there's nore of
them 1'lIl allowthemto go first.

CHAI R NI XON:  Ckay.

MR. BERVMAN.  Well, everything
seens to be in good order. W're
raci ng nore dates, as everybody knows,
this year. And so, everything that
we're doing is nmultiplied by whatever
the nunber is. And the track is in
good condition. W did a walk at the
backstretch yesterday. Things | ook
good.

The things that need sone repair
w || be repaired according to Frank.
And we've got the new drum roons which
Is very nice and wll, you know, give
us the ability to have nore space for
help to cone which helps to bring nore
trainers in. And we've got one our
hel p has sonepl ace to stay.

W care about the kitchen a | ot
as horsenen. And there's sone
i nprovenents that we're trying to get

done there to naeke sure that the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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ki tchen operates efficiently. And as
far as the cal endar goes, the race
schedul e 1 ooks good. The condition
book was a nuch easi er process this
year than it was last year. | can't
speak for previous years, but |ast
year was a struggle to get a book out.

This year with the new racing
secretary, it went very snoothly. He
appears to be very experienced and
cooperative. W suggested the --
doing the Caimng Crown Preview day.
And he and Churchill were all for it.
So we got a special day, it's going to
be a daimng Crown Previewthat
they' re al ready adverti sing which
gi ves | ocal horsenen an opportunity to
not only run for those purses O aim
hor se.

The horses that ran through a
certain tag during the year run for
t hese purses and, potentially, the
w nners, | think the first and

second- pl ace horse get autonmatic entry

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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into the Caimng Ctown in the fall
and trip the bal ance. And we're going
to pay for -- the HBPA is going to pay
for the winner if they enter and run
shi ppi ng costs.

So -- and we thought about other
things that we mght want to do this
year that we haven't finalized yet.

But a nuch nore cooperative and

ef fecti ve communi cati on regardi ng the
book this year. And | think that this
raci ng secretary would be able to

pi vot as needed to nmake sure horsenen
have a better chance to race their

hor ses.

CHAI R NI XON: Anybody el se have
any questions for M. Berman before --
are you speaki ng next, Frank?

MR HOPF: Yes.

CHAIR NI XON:  Yeah. kay.

Anyone have any questi ons?

COW SSI ONER BRAND: Would this
be the tine to address the budget?

CHAIR NI XON: That's in the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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budget down later. | thought we could
do it during the budget.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Ckay.

CHAI R NI XON:  Thank you.

MR. BERMAN. Thank you.

CHAIR NI XON: It's all yours,

M. Hopf.

MR. HOPF: Good afternoon,
comm ssioners. Miadam Chair. Thank
you. My nane is Frank Hopf, senior
director of racing at Col onial Downs.
| do have a Power Poi nt presentation.
| believe hard copies were printed.

So I just want to go over sone of
the itens and things that we've been
wor ki ng on since March. Training wll
start three weeks fromtoday. So that
ti me between March and now has cone
very quickly. A lot of things that
we're still working on and finalizing,
but I think we have a fairly strong
plan to nove forward with -- for the
upcom ng sumer season.

So | just included with the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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cal endar here to start, so it just
ki nd of goes over, obviously, the race
dates that A en alluded to with
addi ti onal nore racing.

One thing that we're trying to
hi ghlight for this com ng season to
avoi d sone confusion that we
experienced | ast year is the
st eepl echase races and the post tines.
So we're trying to make sure that's
very clearly marked on the cal endar,
that our fans are aware that the junp
races wll start at 10:45 on those
seven Thursdays for the upcom ng
season.

So, again, there's -- trying to
keep -- keep the comrunication in the

line of infornation as cl ean as we

can. So you'll see that on this
cal endar as well. Another thing
you'll see is the -- sone of the nore

significant notions that we' re doing
as well with the big race days. So

that's the racing calendar. 1'Il make

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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sure that | e-mail this out to Wagas
so he has that and pass that out and
di ssem nat e as needed.

Just goi ng over the race days,
agai n, four days a week. Wadnesday
and Thursday, first post wll be
12:30 p.m W'Ill open the gates to
the public at 11:30. The planis fo
ei ght races based on entries. Frida
first post wll be 4:00 o'cl ock.
Gates wll open at 3:00. Eight race
agai n, based on entry. Eght wll b
the mnimumraces that we will run.

So don't -- that does not nean that

r

Y,

S,

e

we're going to run seven races. That

means ei ght and then, obviously, if
entries are going strong then we'l|
pi vot accordingly.

Saturday, first post will be
12:30. CGates, 11:30. W do plan to
run nine races on Saturday. So,
obvi ously, that's our bigger days.
got a lot of stake races that |'1]I

tal k about here shortly. W'l

e

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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definitely be running nine races on

Saturday. |If opportunity presents
itself for one nore, we'll certainly
do that.

Labor Day racing returns this
season. First post, 12:30. Again,
eight races. den and | were talking
yesterday just as a remnder, if we
were to |l ose a day of racing due to
weat her or what have you, the plan is
to nove that entire card to default to
that Sunday. So if we |lose a card on
Wednesday, we'll nove that entire card
on Sunday. So try to make it a little
nore cohesive not only for the
horsenen, but for the betting public
as well. So that is the plan this
year if we were to, hopefully, not
have to deal with that. But it's
summertine in Virginia, so we're
prepared if that does occur.

Expanded st akes schedul e.

Qobvi ously, Deb and the VEA has worked
very closely with Maryl and and the

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings 21

PROCEEDI NGS
hor senmen and have devi sed sone
addi ti onal stake races to our program
So we're looking forward to that.

St ake schedul es changed. W w |l have
stake races every Saturday. So that's
alittle different from previous or at
| east from|last season. So | ooking
forward to having sone -- sone premer
event stake racing on every Saturday
of racing.

The festival racing returns
August 9th. We will run at 12:00
o' clock that day. Again, we'll
feature the six-stakes races. And
sonme of the pageantry that has cone
wth previous festival racing fromthe
| ast couple of years will continue.

A en alluded to the C aimng
Crown showcase. W wll be running --
it enconpasses eight races for the
Cl ai m ng Cown showcase.

It that right, den?

MR. BERVAN:  Yes.

MR. HOPF: So really I ooking

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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forward to be the host of that. W
were trying to find the correct date
torun this. Coviously, we were
| ooking at Saturday the 23rd. That's
obvi ously Travel ers Day. The Friday
the 22nd i s Charl estown d assic Day.
So with the eveni ng post, we'll
probably lose a little sting wth
FanDuel going to the betting public
there. So we've kind of targeted on
t hi s Thur sday.

Goviously, this will give us an
opportunity to kind of be the main --
main racing card out there that day
and we'll make sure that we pronote it
as such that we think it's an
opportunity to get some additional
eyes on it than being buried on a --
on a Saturday against Travellers. So
| ooking forward to having that.
That's a nice addition to our racing
program so thanks to the horsenmen for
wor ki ng on that as well.

The A d Dom ni on Der by,

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Septenber 6th. So this is the
re-branded Virginia Derby. It
enconpasses the sanme si x stake races.
The A d Domnion Derby will remain a
great three. The A d Dom nion post is
still listed. So, again, that is
still the day that we ran the | ast
coupl e of years. Really | ooking
forward to having with a new nane
and -- and the excitenent that cones
around with that day fromny | ast
coupl e of years as well.

Wor ki ng on finalizing sone of
t hese pronotions but | think it's
I mportant that, you know, each day we
try to have a pronotion, if it's food
or a beverage pronotion. Just when
t he custoners conme out to the track.
So Wednesdays with the first post at
12: 30, we're | ooking at some Mil es,
Hi gh Noons, and Margarita specials
wi th nmaybe sone -- sone street tacos
for food for the guests. Still

finalizing sone of the pricing.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Thirsty Thursday will return with
sone beer specials. Party at the
Downs, again, will continue with the
happy hour from4:00 to 6:00 right
NOW.

There is a special event that we
do have on the calendar this year, it
Is Canel, Ostrich, and Zebra racing.
Clearly fromny past at the -- ny
previ ous work, | posted nany of these.
It is a popular event. The group is
actually, | believe a national weekend
before and they kind of squeezed us in
bef ore they have to head over to
M nnesot a.

So that's why it's on Friday.
figured a Friday evening would be a
much better opportunity to kind of
junp-start racing and have the day
here to try to bring nore of the
novi ce crowd which it hopefully wll
fromny experience. So it's certainly
interesting if anyone has not seen it

bef or e.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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COW SSI ONER BRAND: Are the
canel and ostriches being ridden and
who rides thenf

MR. HOPF: So canels can be
ri dden by anyone. Ostriches and |
bel i eve zebras have to be ridden by
prof essionals. So --

CHAIR NI XON: Probably wll be
your biggest draw.

MR HOPF: [It's quite possible,
yes.

COW SSI ONER BRAND: Can we
nom nat e peopl e?

MR. HOPF: W can nom nate anyone
here. 1'd like to get Gen on the
canel .

COVM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Is it
breed-specific? Do the canels race
canel s and the ostriches race
ostriches?

MR. HOPF: Yes. It is
breed-specific, so yes. So we'll --
we'll interm x them between the --

bet ween the raci ng, obviously, and,

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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you know, again it's -- it"'l|
certainly bring a nice crowd out to
the -- to the track and, obviously,
sone earn nmedia opportunities to | ean
i nto openi ng weekend. So -- | don't
know why |I'mdoing it again, but | am
So, luckily, Jack approved it.

Looki ng at Saturdays, still
pendi ng on finalizing a coupl e of
the -- sone of the pronotions. But
every Saturday we'll either have a
petting zoo, pony rides, and
additional kid activities this
upcom ng season with the Junior Jockey
Club. Again, trying to reach out to
sonme of the -- to the kids and get
t hem nore engaged w th racing.

Qpeni ng Sat urday, we're | ooking
at doing RVA day. So in the past,
we' ve kind of done the
Flying Squirrels. W've done VCU W
ki nd of had these kind of Saturdays
with -- with | ocal groups. So what

we're doing is kind of conbine sone of
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the nore sports-oriented groups in
Ri chnond and have them cone out to the
track and have sone fun with mascot
races and have them set up and
pronote, you know, just kind of nake
It kind of an enconpassi ng day for the
area. So that's what we're | ooking at
t here.

July 26th, we're going to -- the
second tinme, we're going to do the
sunrise at Colonial. This event wll
open up to the public starting at 7
o'clock in the norning for training.
Donuts and coffee, and we'll have
trainers and riders cone talk to the
group. Last year we had about 100
peopl e cone out for the day and we're
| ooking to build up on that. W Kkind
of put that together quickly |ast
year, soO --

CHAIR NI XON: Is that on the back
side or front side?

MR. HOPF: We did it on the front

side but we may -- we nmay expand.
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Maybe start on the back side and then
at break maybe take them over to the
front side. So we're working on that.
Looking forward to that. And that
al so coincides with PDJF Day. So we
are going to kind of expand what we
started last year with a little nore
engagenent with riders and try to
drive up some nore donations for them
and -- and have their opportunity to
di scuss their cause for the day.

Festival Race Day, working on
finalizing sone live nusic as well
with the festival with
Grayson Torrence, she's the recent
American Idol top 20 singer from New
Kent. So she does have a band, so
she'll be com ng out and performng in
between racing just to add a little
nore el enment to the day and,
hopefully, with her follow ng and
bringing those -- those people out to
the track as well.

Wi ner dog racing returns
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August 23rd. Cbviously, that was a
popul ar event |ast year. | know
Shenandoah Downs does it. So we'l]l
continue the trend here with that day.
A d Dom ni on Derby Day, again, to add
on to the -- just to the day, we'll
have |ive nusic again fromthe
Del oreans. They perforned on
Virginian Derby Day. They wanted to
cone back. W got a positive response
to them being on site so they're going
to cone back for that day.

And t hen wor ki ng on sone details
for Coll ege Day on closing Saturday.
Qobviously, it's closing day but
col |l eges are nore back in session and
that is our opportunity to really talk
to them about March 2026 is the plan
there as well. So that's what our
Sat urdays are | ooking like.

Looki ng at the racing operations
inits totality, the racing office and
staff, Dan Bork, who was here, as den

mentioned is returning as the racing
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secretary for Colonial Downs. [|'m
really |l ooking forward to having him
for the whol e season.

Stall applications are still
actually comng in. So we're over
1,100 stalls. That's probably cl ose
to 1,200 stalls that were applied for.
Ri ght now we're right about the 840
mark for stalls being allocated. So
that is 1 through 14 are -- we're
allocating stalls right now That
list, obviously, will nove a little
bit in the next week or so, but we're
working diligently on that, making
sure that we're accommodati ng everyone
who has applied as best as we can,
al ong with the dornms.

Again, with the track operations
teans, second year with Leif and --
and having Kelly and Justin in their
roles. So |ooking forward to havi ng
that first season under their belt and
nmovi ng on to year two. One thing that

we -- that's actually going through
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orientation right nowis we have hired
Roy Smith who has al nost 50 years of
race track superintendent experience.

He was the track superintendent
at I ndi ana G and or Horseshoe,
what ever they call thensel ves now, for
the last ten years. He actually
retired in February and noved to
Provi dence Forge. So | have tal ked
hi mout of retirenment for the summer.
And he'll be hel ping out Kelly and
Lei f and nmaking sure that we're doing
everything we can with the dirt track
wth everything we've done since | ast
summer and continue to inprove it as
we nove forward. So | ooking forward
to having Roy there.

Again, the material that we added
to the track | eading into March, we
still have material on site fromthat
purchase. So if that is taken, we
have the ability to add nore to this
upcomni ng season.

Front side operations w ||
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continue to kind of restructure the
operations in itself. The racing
operati on manager, Emly, will be
overseeing ticketing, event sales, and
t he horsenen's booking office.

We have hired a racing marketing
manager. She started today, as well,
goi ng through orientation. And food
and beverage, we are noving to a new
food service provider this year. CQur
agreenent ended with the previous one.
So we are noving forward with a new
group that we will, hopefully, have a
contract done here in the next week or
so working with themas we lead up to
t he season.

COW SSIONER SIEGEL: Did the old
fornmer people want to come back or
not ?

MR. HOPF: The --

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  The
provi der before, the food provider
before. D d they want to cone back or

you just didn't want them back?
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MR. HOPF: We decided to nove
away -- nove on fromthem yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: And what
woul d change with this new provider?

MR. HOPF: The conpany that we're
nmovi ng towards is Levy which operates
at Churchill Downs and was at
Arlington Park. So, obviously, Tony
Petrillo has experience with them as
well. So -- yeah, so we're noving
forward with them

Capi tal expenditures, sone of
these | tal ked about in the past, in
the March neet | believe. The new

dormtory is fully operational now.

It does |l ook -- turned out very nice.
Looki ng forward to having -- get
peopl e' s feedback on that -- those who

wll be living back there. Wbrking on
the final phase of the turf irrigation
project that's been four years of
projects. W put in another 100, 000

i n raci ng equi pnent, saddling, padded

pavers and ot her 60,000 to continue to
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repl ace sone of the ones that are not
i n good shape. So those projects are
al | happening as we speak or will be
conpl ete before the end of the nonth.

Facilities and operation
| nprovenents, you know, we were able
to do sone nore work in the paddock
itself with the grass and | andscapi ng.
W' ve expanded the Jockey O ub seating
that we did for March. That wll
conti nue for the summer neet.
Termnals fromthe third fl oor where
we noved. So that wll maintain
moving into the season. | nproved --
trying to i nprove the Ticketmster
purchasi ng process including -- we are
wor ki ng on putting suites on sale as
well as online. So hopefully that
wll help drive up the | ocal business
as wel | .

New nenus are in devel opnent,
obvi ously, with their new food
provider for all locations. And we're

still working on the website, adding
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sone new el enents there. One thing
that | just got yesterday is a race
day cal endar. So when you go through
a particular day of the nonth during
the race season, it wll highlight,
obvi ously, everything that we've got
goi ng on that day along with the way
to purchase tickets. So a little
i nformative to those who are | ooking
to cone out and alleviate sone
questions that they have.

Mar keting, again, we're going to
conti nue our partnership wth CBS6. |
t hi nk that worked well in March with a
variety of elenents there. ESPN
Radi o, again, call-ins on Thursdays.
And they'l|l be doing a |ive broadcast
every Friday during live racing from
3:00 to 6:00. Social nedia, we are
working on finalizing a little bit of
a canpaign. Sonething that we started
alittle late for the March neet but
found sone positive -- positive

traction with it. So we're com ng up
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with kind of -- kind of targeting
multiple itenms that we can experience
while you are at the race -- a day at
t he races.

So fromhorse racing to famly
fun, just to having a good nice fun
day at the track. So we're working on
that and I'Il present that or |'l|
e-mai|l that to Wagas to share once we
get that final. So we're going to
send that out quite a bit. Not only
t hrough our platforns but also to the
ones that we utilized here in March
w th R chnond and Regi onal Tourism and
sone of those other groups around
the -- around the state as well.

And then digital print, again,
sane -- sane planning of digital, you
know, targeted nmarketing throughout
the area with audio, video, or
stream ng services |like that.

CHAI R NI XON: Thank you, Frank.

MR. HOPF: That's it.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conmi ssi oner
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Gordon- Moore and | were on the back
side and did the tour with the
horsenen and | think we both agree
that, you know, it |ooks |like you guys
are getting close to being ready and
| ook good. | thought the dormroom
was very nice. | was going to see if
our executive director could |let us
have a room you know, naybe there at
ni ght, you know.

MR. AHVED: Absolutely.

CHAIR NI XON:  The anbi ent | ooked
really good. So |ooked great. So
t hank you.

Any ot her comments?

COW SSI ONER SIEGEL: 1"l just
make a couple of comments and a
questi on.

Frank, you and your staff should
be receiving congratul ations. You' ve
been proactive about issues and
addressed them and you' ve been ahead
of the game in trying to create new

i deas and programm ng and what ever.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

38

PROCEEDI NGS
So it's pretty optimstic going
forward. So congratul ations there.

Raci ng 47 days this year; is that
right? Do you have --

MR HOPF: 44.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  What' s
t hat ?

MR HOPF:. 44.

COW SSI ONER SIEGEL: 44, |'m
sorry.

MR. BERVAN:  Plus three from
Mar ch.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Ch, from
March, I'msorry. So really the
question is, next year based on the
HHR machi nes expansi on, you'll be
raci ng how nmany days?

MR. HOPF: So that's one question
that I'm | ooking to have those
di scussions I'msure with CD al ong
wi th probably the horsenen where we're
going to land with race days.

So notices -- | have not been part of

t hose di scussi ons yet.
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COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  But there's
a requirenent.

MR HOPF: Yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So you' ||
neet the requirenent whatever that is.

MR. HOPF: \hatever the
requi rement is, yes.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Woul d you

anticipate that you increase to five

days or nore or you'll add weeks to
t he neet?

MR HOPF: | think if you ask ne
right now, | don't think we could

expand the five days a week, that's
quite a bit.

COW SSI ONER SIEGEL: | agree.

MR. HOPF: And from an
operational standpoint, it's very
difficult to do.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Less
expensive to do that it would seem

MR. HOPF: Yes, froma financial
standpoint, it's nmuch nore --

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So you
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woul d likely increase--

MR. HOPF: We would have to take
a |l ook at what -- where those extra
race dates would fall. So, obviously,
those are the discussions that we are
goi ng to have here shortly.

COWM SSI ONER SI EGEL: Ri ght.
Ckay.

MR. BERVMAN: And of course, for
raci ng opportunities, we'd be
interested in a couple of extra weeks.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: Ckay.

MR AHVED: |'ve got a question.
So what about tracking attendance? |
know for March neet, we sold tickets
and can do that. But, you know, where
we were | ast year | ooking at a review
of the neet, the attendance was a
poi nt of contention.

And | know that our stakehol ders,
| i ke the governor's office will all
say, the chief deputy, Mtt Fridas
back there in attendance. So how can

we ensure that attendance nunbers are
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correct and sonet hing that we coul d,
you know, will hold nustard at the end
of the day?

MR. HOPF: Yeah. So | know
that's been kind of an ongoing item
even for us to try toreally --
out si de of what we sell through
Ticketmaster, that's -- that's easy to
figure out. And like |I said, wth us
putting suites on sale, everyone is
going to be provided tickets. So
we' |l have a good ticket count,
att endance count there.

The chal |l enge that we have is the
general adm ssion. The free general
adm ssi on days. That, you know,
obvi ously, we have people com ng
through the HHR facility. W have
t hose that cone through the -- we get
good counts at those fromthe saddling
paddock entrance. Those that cone
t hrough the HHR go watch a race or two
and then play the HHR machi nes before

t hey head out for the day.
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So |'"m happy to get with -- what
we have done is, during racing hours,
we have done clicks of people that
cone through both the G andstand
saddl i ng, paddock entrance and the
main building. But if we want to sit
down with Dan and kind of go over our
pl an before season starts, of course
" m happy to do that.

MR. AHMED: Yes, maybe it's
sonet hing that, you know, you guys can
| ook at how busi nesses, ot her
ent ertai nment busi nesses responded to
COovi D.

I know back then, two, three
years ago, Costco, Lowe's, when you
wal ked in, they would use the clicks.
And governnment entities were okay with
that system The reason why |I'm
asking is | know we had a | ot of
di scussi on about tw light racing, and
so next year, | want to be able to
say, "This is what changed." This is

the difference between day racing and
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twilight racing and not be in the sane
boat, you know, pulling anecdotes that
we can at the end of the day back up.

So | encourage you all to cone up
with a process on that and work with
our staff to make sure that it is
properly done so | can nake ny reports
better.

The next question is, SO you guys
presented a brief pronotional plan.
We heard fromthe VEA they had
requested a $650, 000 grant. Now,
al beit, that was for all -- the entire
I ndustry. So | know the VEA
representatives are here.

| would [ ove to know their
t hought s on what you presented today.
You hired a narketing manager and we'd
| ove to know how you all are pl anni ng
to work together on this and what are
the things that Colonial will do as a
track versus VEA, they are going to
t ake care of other things.

Is that sonething that either
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party coul d speak to?

MR HOPF: | nean, |'m happy to
speak on the Colonial's behalf. You
know, we -- | know we have not tal ked
wi th VEA about, here's what we're
doi ng, here's our plans, and what
their -- what their thoughts and
processes are. So we have not had
t hose di scussi ons.

So -- but from our standpoint,
again, we are -- we continue what we
have done the | ast couple of years and
expand upon our advertising avenues as
well. So I'mcertainly happy to neet
wth the VEA and tal k strategies,
maki ng sure that we're not crossing on
t he sane pass.

CHAIR NI XON: Ckay. Jeff, did
you have --

MR HANNUM Well, yeah. So |I'm
not sure if the noney actually has
been processed yet.

CHAIR NI XON: It hasn't. No,

it's pending with the director of
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pl anni ng and budget.

MR. HANNUM (Okay. So once that
cones through, that will be hel pful.
Do you know what the tineline is on

t hat ?

VR. AHVED: Ilt's -- | don't. ' m

supposed to be getting a check-in

|l ater this week. | checked in earlier
this week and | think with the --

obvi ously, we processed it in April.
W had to vet it and everything after
that neeting. And the director of

pl anni ng and budget is very invol ved
wth the budget cycle and things |ike
that. So we're hoping that this week
| can get sone kind of input from
them But the -- for our purposes,
we' ve done everything, we've vetted
It, and we set it on.

My question, the reason why |I'm
asking is the -- | know even before
the -- you all's plan for pronotion
started back in January, right? So

what are -- what's your reflection on
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what they're proposing?

Is it -- do you think there's
going to be synergy there, are you all
going to work together, or are there
any points that you'd like the track
to inprove when it cones to the
mar ket i ng aspect ?

MR HANNUM Right. So | thought
Frank's, you know, presentation was
great. |It's the first tine |'ve seen
It. So Jill Byrne, as you all know,
spear heads the VEA s pronotions. So,
you know, we're -- as Jill has talked
about over the years, you know, we're
nore at the macro | evel |ooking at the
horse industry.

And so, these are not, you know,
prograns that are operating in
separate silos by any neans. You
know, so we're sort of at the nmacro
| evel .  You know, Frank and his team
are at the mcro |evel doing the
racetrack stuff. So, obviously, we

w || be working together.
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| think either Jill and Frank I
know will sit down and | ook at this
and can report back at the next
neeting in a nore detailed way. But
we don't see these as separate but two
di fferent aspects of pronoting, you
know, the industry as a whole and
com ng down and | ooki ng at Shenandoah.
You know, | ooking at steepl echase
meets, and then | ooking at the fl at
nmeets. So it's all connected. So we
appreci ate the Comm ssion's support on
being able to do the macro piece as we
t al ked about previously.

MR. AHVED: So that -- that nakes
sense. So macro piece, you' re talking
about the entire industry, or focused
on all three neets. Colonial's
responsibility is directly for
bringing up the track attendance and
things |like that.

So based off of that, and I|'|
stop after this -- but, you know,

there were comments in the past by
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sone conmi ssi oners about reachi ng out
to the Navy crowd, reaching out to
other areas within Virginia as well as
go north. So is there a plan to do
that with the new marketi ng manager
that you all have hired, and if so,
what -- what can we expect?

MR HOPF: Yes, so part of our
plan that's been in place is to reach
t hose areas outside of, you know, New
Kent and Richnond. So we're in the
Ti dewater area, Norfolk. So we have
certainly listened to the feedback
that we've gotten and trying to
I npl enent nore of a reach-out to that
part of the state.

So we'll continue to do that.

And, you know, | think with having a
new raci ng mar keti ng-specific manager,
she'll be able to really kind of focus
on sone of these things and expandi ng
upon just Col onial Downs on the racing
side as a whol e and reachi ng sone new

denpos for us as well. So, again,
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happy to sit down once with VEA
when -- when the tine is right and
make sure we're all hitting the
same -- the same narks.

MR HANNUM So -- and just --
It's great that this individual has
been hired by the track. So that's
great. But, you know, and the
noney -- | can just speak to the VEA
But the noney that the Comm ssion has
approved now for the second tine for,
you know, for marketing spend, you
know, | very much see it's an
I nvestnent and just it takes tinme to
get this going.

And we know i n Shenandoah, you
know, there's people there in the
stands that are there, never been to a
Har ness neet before, but they are
t here because they saw a TV spot. O
they heard a radio spot. And, you
know, we're also close to it but, you
know, it takes a long tine for these

things to, you know, sort of sink in
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and for people to make plans and -- |
mean, that's obvious what |'m sayi ng.

But it just takes tinme for this
to sort of perneate for people to know
that track is open again. You know,
that Colonial is open again. That we
are havi ng Harness racing, you know,
two different tines a year, et cetera.

So all of this takes tine and,
you know, we w |l be working
hand-i n-hand with Frank and his team
Absol ut el y.

MR. AHVED: Thank you.

CHAI R NI XON:  Any ot her --

COW SSI ONER BRAND: Yes, |'d
just like to add to that. |
under stand the macro and the mcro and
there's a specific focus on Churchil
Downs and the racing and then the
overall horse industry. But | think
you can get a |lot nore -- both of the
funds will get a | ot nore bang for
their buck if there is that

col | abor ati on.
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And if they are sonehow conveyed
in that nmessaging that everybody is
wor ki ng together. That it's not
Shenandoah Downs conpeting with
another -- and I've -- |'ve been very
closely followng all of the social
media with -- with everyone and |
don't know how you do it, but if there
was a way to nake sure that there's a
connection and that -- yeah.

There has to be a separation
because everybody has different
I nterests. But by the sane token, we
don't want to just spot -- pronote
things wwth -- and our audience.
Because at the end, the audience is
the sanme. Even though it's macro, |
mean, you really want to get every
Virginian informed and engaged.

So | would think that woul d be
where you'd start with your common
ground. And then also, the work that
Churchill is doing on attendance and

nunbers and those ki nds of things, |

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

52

PROCEEDI NGS
woul d think would help with the
metrics that you are asking VEA to
share with us and the updates fromthe
fund once it's received and then
depl oyed that that coll aboration coul d
al so be hel pful so that we have better
nunbers and neasurabl e things that
we' ve been asking for. Thanks.

MR. HANNUM  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Gor don- Moor e.

COVM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  1'd
like to back up just a little bit to
t he dorm which we saw yesterday, and |
think it's terrific. It's really well
done. |It's in a good location. But I
keep going back to one thing. There's
one lady's room There's nmany nen's
roonms. And, usually, that's a bad
conbi nati on.

And as a footnote, possibly, if
it beconmes a problem maybe put up a
tent on the western side with a couple

of porta-potties or sone places where

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings 53

PROCEEDI NGS
people can sit out of the weather.
And | just see the restroom situation
maybe junping up later as a problem

MR. HOPF: Yes, we'll
certainly -- fromthat. | know we
di scussed this yesterday a little bit
and, obviously, get a better grasp of
what the ratio or sat -- or people who
are living back there. What
percentage is female versus male. |
know we have a |lot nore femal e
trainers are being allocated all this
year. So, obviously, we'll -- we'll
take a | ook and nmake sure that, you
know, we're providing them proper
space and restroom opportunities for
ever ybody.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOCRE:  Yes,
just so it doesn't junp up later as a
real problem Just -- it can be fixed
with tenporary facilities, but know ng
how | adi es’ roons work, it may be a
pr obl em

CHAI R NI XON: Thank you, guys. |

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings 54

PROCEEDI NGS
appreciate it.

Next is the report fromthe
representatives for the
representatives fromthe Virginia Gold
Cup Association as well as the G eat
Meadow Foundati on.

MR. GRIFFIN. Racing
conmm ssi oners and Madam Chair, good
afternoon. M nane is Al Giffin.

" mco-chair of the Virginia Gold Cup
Association. |I'mracing director as
well. I'mjoined today virtually by
Dul any Mori son who is the co-chair of
G eat Meadow, owner of the racecourse
that we run. And al so,

Bar bara Shannon who i s our business
manager .

We ran our Virginia Gold Cup, our
hundredth runni ng of our race neet on
May 3rd. And | would say from event
standpoint, it was very very
successful. We had between 30 to
35, 000 people in attendance. That

rise in attendance |I'm sure was hel ped
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in great part by the opportunities
that the Virginia Equine Alliance
provided us in terns of adverti sing.
It's nmuch appreciat ed.

Let ne explain that the Virginia
&old Cup and in the fall, the
I nternational Gold Cup, are two of 28
base neets runni ng under the auspices
of the National Steeplechase
Associ ation. The two Gold Cups are
the only ones, however, that because
of their parinutuel status have
different licensing requirenents and
restrictions in terns of the jockey
sequestration, access to the paddock,
and the racecourse, et cetera. And in
t he past, that's been sonmewhat
probl ematic for people week in and
week out to have one set of rules.
And then they cone to Gold Cup, and
t hey have anot her.

However, this past -- before this
past race neet, we worked wi th Wagas

and also lzzy to create a little bit
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different way of going. To create an
opportunity to maintain good security
whil e di m ni shing pressure at the
pressure points if you will. And I'd
like to tell you that it was very
successful. [1'd like to thank Izzy
and Waqas for their efforts for
getting this nuch inproved. Thank
you, guys.

As | said, the race neet itself
was very successful as an event. From
a racing perspective, we did have sone
problems. W did have sone slippage
of -- on the turns. That was
m tigated throughout the day but in
ternms of nodifying the core surface
and al so slightly changing the course
itself to help alleviate sone of those
problens. But it's still sonething
that we are in -- in great need of
addr essi ng.

The north turf especially has
al ways been problematic at G eat

Meadow since its inception. Sone
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t hi ngs have changed over the years in
terns of racing. One is there's been
a shoe change in horseshoes to -- to
t ake away sone of the grip that was
there, and that was done a nunber of
years ago. | think has changed our
way of going. But also, horses are
faster. There are no | onger $2,500
clainmers. There are now -- people are
spendi ng 2 and $300, 000 on their junp
horses. So there's a need to address
this, and we are.

Thi s Sunday norning, after
raci ng, we were on the course
eval uating not only the course as it
exi sted but al so alternatives al ong
those lines. The horse turns,
especially the north turn is
count er - banked. It's not banked
appropriately. And, again, it's been
that way since its inception. W are
| ooking to pernmanently nodify that.

Also, | would say that within a

week of our race neet, G eat Madow
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reached out to us and asked for a
nmeeting in which we sat down, and they
were very proactive in their desire to
make things right. And I'Il ask
Dul any to address that in just a
second.

In addition to that, the
foll ow ng week, | went to Iroquois
races, considered one of the best race
nmeets in Anerica. And -- and wal ked
in with the stewards, two of which
were the sane as we had at Gol d Cup.

Al so, | secured the information

t ypographi cal data fromthat race
course that's been in existence since
1940. They run very successfully,
their bank turns, et cetera. They

al so promsed to be of great

assi stance to us. | consider Dw ght
Hal |, their chair, an expert in course
desi gn.

The foll owi ng week, went up to
Far Hills, the second race neet that

is one of the best neets in Aneri ca.
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And again, reviewed their course. Cot
the -- the commtnent fromtheir race
chair to provide us with any
information. And they -- that -- that
chair there, Guy Torsilieri, has built
five or six racecourses in addition to
mai ntaining his owmn. So | feel those
two and their access to the race neets
w il be great information as we | ook
to work on the Great Meadow
racecour se.

I"d |i ke Dulany Morrison to weigh
I n on what he perceives as the efforts
novi ng forward.

MR MORRISON: Al right. Wll,
hopefully, you all can hear ne. But
t hank you, Al.

Good afternoon, everyone. As A
said, nmy nanme is Dulany Morison and
sorry I'mnot with you guys today but
| do appreciate your tine and
opportunity to share a few renarks.

So as Al said, our relationship with

Gol d Cup Associ ation remai ns strong.
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W were very pleased to have the Gold
Cup back at Great Meadow | ast nonth
for their historic 100th running. And
as of now the May race i s behind us,
we are | aunchi ng our next phase of our
conpl et e conpr ehensi ve racecour se
renovation which as Al said, is to
address the north and south turns. W
aimto do that with a conplete
over haul .

And we want to nove that plan
forward as quickly as possibl e but
al so, obviously, evenly are interested
I n perform ng maxi num dil i gence al ong
the way. In addition to working with
VGCA, we are going to be bringing in
respected course consultants including
the folks that Al nentioned. And
al so, leading trainers and as nmany
i ndustry experts, if you will, as we
can with the conmm tnent of checking
every box so that the end result is
cel ebrated by everyone in the entire

racing industry. As many as possi bl e.
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And the short -- short version is
expandi ng both -- both terns to have
three racing | anes which will give us

flexibility to have nore races while
reduci ng turf damage. For exanple, if
the adm ssions are particularly |ow
for one race, you can divide the races
up between the | anes. And al so
expanding wide in the turns wll
create a nore gradual turn radius

whi ch, obviously, has a nultitude of
benefits for the horses and the
riders.

And as Al said, nost inportantly,
we're going to regrade the turns to
shift the pitch of the course in favor
of the horses to give themthe support
t hey need when they take those turns
at high speeds. This is the biggest
part of the project and wll require
county permtting and a few of the
hurdles, but it's inportant stuff that
w il significantly inprove horse and

ri der safety.
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So throughout the effort we are
goi ng to pay, obviously, special
attention to ensure earth consistency
so that we keep the dirt conditions
uni form across the entire course. $So
If we have to truck in additiona
dirt, for exanple, Pete Maybach, our
dirt consultant who attended in March,
he' Il make sure that we match it to
the existing soil type that we have on
Site.

So we've already net with one
respect ed engi neer conpany and we're
nmeeting wwth a second one shortly, and
once we have that team hired, we aim
to devel op a detail ed proposal that
takes into account the expert feedback
that we have received. And we wl|
then take that and filter it through
ot her stakeholders to get their
opi nion before we hit the go button.

And, obviously, this renovation
is going to take tine to conpl ete.

Not only the renovation, but we need

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

63

PROCEEDI NGS
to make sure the grass restructure
becones sufficiently established for
the run onit. So we -- we knowit's
at least a year. W're going to be
prepared for as long as two years.

And in the interim A and his team
have been reviewi ng ideas for a
tenporary route that will avoid the
di sturbed areas until the new turns
are ready to go. Wiich I'mnot sure
I f he can speak to that further.

But this has been a long tine
comng. It's always been on our w sh
list. But we're ready to nove forward
now in sort of the next nmajor phase of
I nprovi ng Great Meadows. We | ook
forward to provide the best conditions
possi bl e for steepl echase racing.

So that -- that's where we stand
at present and we | ook forward to
havi ng nore, you know, as we nove this
proj ect along, so --

MR. GRIFFIN:. Thanks, Dul any.

And if | may, Dulany alluded to
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the two-year tinme franme to acconpli sh
this. In the interim we've eval uated
alternative routes on the turns, and
there is a route going that we've
eval uated for several different days
now that will allow us to run with a
slightly appropriate bank in certain
areas. W'Il just have to change sone
di stances here and there.

But to prove that point, not only
have we brought in the top riders and
sone trainers to define that for us
I nstead of just our opinion, but also
we're going to hold a schooling day of
hurdl e racing at the begi nning of
Septenber that will allow trainers to
bring their horses and junp over
the -- the adjusted or the tenporary
course. Four or five horses per --
per race, if you will, to give us an
idea that this is good.

Not only for our own edification,
but to actually gain the confidence of

the trainers that this is an
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appropriate venue for this
hi gh-quality of racing. 1|'ve gotten a
very ent husiastic response fromthe
horsenen in this regard.

|'"d be glad to entertain any
quest i ons.

CHAIR NI XON: Conm ssi oners, do
you have any comments or questions?

MR AHMED: [|'ll ask a question.
So has that worked, the schooling day?
| think that's newto Virginia, right?

MR CRIFFIN  Yes, it is.

MR. AHVED: So how -- because
what you're trying to do is get that
trust back fromthe trainers and
everybody. So just tal k about how has
t hat wor ked.

MR GRIFFIN. So they did this in
Springdal e racecourse down i n Canden,
South Carolina |ast spring. And,
basi cal ly, they make an announcenent
to the trainers that they will be
hol di ng a school ing day where sets of

four to five horses at a tine will run
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over the racecourse half speed. And
this was very popul ar at Springdal e at
t he beginning of -- or prior to the
begi nni ng of our season in the spring.
So we're timng it to the beginning of
the fall season

|'"ve already received initial
positive responses fromtrainers when
we floated this idea. Wile
Springdal e charged a fee for this,
we're going to do it on a revised
basis to the trainers. CObviously, |
think it's in everybody's interest.

It gives us good information in terns
of not only pretrial where the horse
w Il be wal king the course and giving
us their input. But also during, and
then after, evaluating the course
itself after it has been run.

It was -- again, proved to be
very successful at Springdale. They
hol d one up at Shawan i n Maryl and.
They' ve done for the last three or

four years. |It's also been highly
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attended and very positive. So we're
trying to use that vehicle, if you
wll, to gain know edge and trust.

MR. AHMED: | think that's a
fantastic idea. It's a sinple
approach but I think great. | would
|l ove to see it. | know Comm ssi oner
Gor don- Mbore woul d probably want to
see that, too. And yeah. So great
] ob.

MR CRIFFIN: Well, as soon as we
have the date defined, |I'll nmake sure
you're there and give you tickets.

COVWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: 1 t
sounds |li ke a great idea to help
pronote positiveness in all of this.
And the two new wells should really
nmove things up.

MR GRIFFIN. |'mvery excited
about that. | also need to say that
i medi ately after the race, Geat
Meadow reached out to us and said,
“"Let's get together.” W did within a

week. Five days later, we net and it
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was a function of, basically, said,
“"What can we do to hel p? How can we
fix this?"

And that was -- that was very not
only well received but very much
appreci ated by Gold Cup.

CHAI R NIl XON:  Thank you -- thank
you both. And congratul ati ons on the
I ncrease in the attendance. W
haven't had those nunbers for quite a
while, so that's great. Thank you
very nmuch.

MR GRIFFIN:. Thank you.

CHAI R NIl XON: Thank you.

Let's see. Shenandoah is
wrappi ng up their spring race neet
this weekend. So |'ve asked for them
to report at our next neeting.

Let's see. Next on the agenda,
I'd like to entertain a notion to
address a request related to the 2025
Col oni al Downs sunmmer race neeting.

Do | have a notion?

COW SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  So
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noved.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner
Gor don- Moor e.

Is there a second?

COWM SSI ONER BRAND:  Second.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner Brand.

Executive Secretary Ahned and
representatives of the applicant are
assi gned the fl oor.

MR. AHVED: So |Israel Saavedra
w il actually be presenting this item
| just forgot to change our notions.

So while Frank is getting set up
there, Israel has been pronoted to the
director of licensing and
I nvestigation role, so you'll be
seeing hima lot nore running these
types of requests. And just very
briefly about him he has 21 years of
experience in the gam ng i ndustry as
wel |l as operations. And so, he's been
with us for the last three years.

And | think for the | ast six

nmont hs or so, he has been al ready
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overseeing |icensing and
i nvestigations. | don't know if he
has had a day off in the |ast couple
of weeks. He's at Shenandoah and then
back in the office five days a week as
well. So very glad to have that. So
forgot to nention that at the
begi nning and just wanted to nake sure
he was heard.

But why don't you go up and
present, |srael?

MR. SAAVEDRA: (Good afternoon.

My nanme is |srael Saavedra.
Ri ght now, I'mthe conpliance officer
wth the Virginia Raci ng Conm ssi on.
| have been pronoted, |ike Wagas sai d.
Thank you so nuch for the opportunity.
I"mglad to be here with all of you.

" m presenting you this
menor andum sunmari zi ng three requests
from Col oni al Downs regarding their
upcom ng sunmrer 2025 race neet. The
first itemis the roster of the racing

officials. Colonial Downs has already
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submtted its proposal list of
officials for the 2025 summer neet.
They have fulfilled the -- its
regul atory obligation as a |icensed
oper at or .

The Comm ssion staff has al ready
reviewed the |list and has notified
Col oni al Downs of any i ndividual who
wll new permt or renew their
permts. The VRC wll help
Col oni al Downs and assist all the
applicants with their requests.

The second is the approval of the
Pick 6 carryover and wagering takeout
rates for Col oni al Downs.
Col oni al Downs has requested approval
toroll over funds fromearly and | ate
Pick 5 pools into their respective
pool of the next schedul ed race within
the sanme neet. Additionally,
Col oni al Downs seeks approval for a
j ust takeout percentage. 12 percent
for early and late Pick 5, and 15

percent for the Pick 6 pool.
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To offset this |ower rate,

Col onial Downs will allocate a portion
of its share of the takeout to ensure
that 1 percent of the pool is
contributed to Virginia British fund.

The Virgi nia Raci ng Conm ssion
recommends to approve all these
requests as submtted.

CHAI R NI XON: Thank you.

Comm ssi oners, do you have any
conmments or questions pertaining to
t his?

COW SSI ONER SIEGEL: | take it
that you reviewed this pretty
careful ly?

MR. AHVED: Yes, |'ve reviewed
this and just to confirm Frank,
you're proposing for the carryovers
under nethod one to go to the late
Pick 5 pool the next day from both
pools on the prior day. So the early
and the late Pick 5 on day one,
there's a carryover. Both wll be

conbi ned and go to the late. Nothing
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wll go to the early, correct?

MR, HOPF: That is correct. So
if we have a carryover after the first
Pick 5, the early Pick 5, that wll
carry over to the next day's |ate Pick
5. If there's a carryover -- if we
have doubl e carryover, early and | ate
on a particular day, that -- those two
carryovers would go into the late Pick
5 of the next correspondi ng day. So
this is the sanme -- sane thing we did
| ast year as well.

MR AHMVED: And is the rhetoric
there just to market those races | ater
on in the card, why not the undercard
races? Couldn't that use as nuch
carryover as possible?

MR HOPF: It does help froma
st andpoi nt of notifying custoners
that, "Hey, there's going to be a
carryover. W're going to your late
Pick 5." It's very --

MR AHVED: It's just nore tine

for themto --
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MR HOPF: Mbre tine to -- you
cannot -- to do an early to a | ate,
there's no tine with eight or nine
race cards, you' re al nost overl appi ng
at sone point.

MR AHVED: So | think at
Turfway, they tried that and people
just weren't paying attention.

MR HOPF: Yes. It's alittle
trickier that way. So yes.

MR. AHVED: Thank you.

CHAI R NI XON:  Any ot her questions
or coments?

Al comm ssioners in favor of
approvi ng requests related to the 2025
Col oni al Downs summer race neeting

pl ease i ndi cate by respondi ng yes.

NOTE: Conm ssi oners respond yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any conm ssi oners
opposed?
Motion carried. Thank you very

much.
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W will now address ItemB. |
would like to entertain a notion to
address the 2025 Virgi nia HBPA
benevol ence budget.

Do | have a notion?

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Second.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner Brand,
Comm ssi oner Si egel .

Executive Secretary Ahned and
representatives of that applicant are
assi gned the fl oor.

MR. AHVED: Thank you, Madam
Chair.

Before | hand it over to the
representatives for the HBPA, | | ust
wanted to respond to an earlier
conmment in the public comment period.

So this breakage anmount cones
froma statutory tax on all wagers.
Sorry, it doesn't cone fromthe tax,
it is delineated in the tax statute
and it says, "Alegitimte breakage

from each pari nutuel pool for Ilive,
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hi storical, and simnulcast racing shall
be split 70 to 30."

And that 30 percent is what we're
tal ki ng about today. That 30 percent
is actually split further, 80 and 20,
bet ween the harness fol ks and the
t hor oughbred folks. So we're tal king
about 80 percent of that 30 percent to
date fromwagers in 2024.

| do want to note, nationally,
you know, com ng from Kent ucky,
breakage typically goes to the track
and it's usually used to offset things
i ke m nus pool and things |ike that.
And, obviously, with the historical
horse racing, it's great to see that
this breakage is being utilized for
things |ike capital inprovenent
i nprovenments which I will say to the
track that that is subject to the
approval of the Comm ssion as well,
and | plan to sit down with the track
t o understand what kind of

i nprovenents they've done for their 70
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per cent .

But to date, we're tal ki ng about
the 30 percent for the benevol ence
fund. And the Virginia HBPA in
response to several of the
comm ssioners' coments that the
Decenber neeting have provided the
actuals as well as the budget for 2025
and 2024. And the staff in response
to the OSI G findings to have better
oversi ght over these breakage funds
has thoroughly vetted the budget and
has | ooked at the audited financials
submtted by the HBPA and submtted a
line of 13 different questions to
clarify several things within this
budget .

And over the | ast coupl e of days,
t he HBPA has been very willing to work
with us and provide us sonme of the
answers. And so, today | will say |
t hi nk nost of ny questions have been
answered by the HBPA.

M. Berman at the coment period
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tal ked about the dental aspect. |
W ll just note that's dental, nedical,
and optical line itemwhich was a
$50, 000 budget itemfor 2024. And for
2025, it's $63,000. So as we're
listening to themtal k about, you
know, details about each one, they've
got food program transportation,
chaplain. 1've asked M. Aidan --

MR, TURNAGE- BARNEY:
Tur nage- Bar ney.

MR. AHMED: Tur nage- Bar ney.
Ckay. |It's a hyphenated nane. M.
Tur nage- Barney, he wll go through and
provide with specific exanpl es of
who's providing the food program
who's that targeting, things |ike that
so it doesn't just look |ike that
we're throw ng noney at a problem
here. W're actually -- there's going
to be results and things |like that.
So, again, this is our first tine,
first year looking at this thoroughly

and it's obviously going to get
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better. But | just wanted to give you
all that roundup.

And the statutory categories, by
the way, for this, soit's up to the
Conmm ssion to approve this, whatever
t hey propose today. The statute, the
| egi sl ature intended for this anopunt
to go towards ganbling addiction and
subst ance abuse counseling. So that's
one category. Recreational,
educati onal, or other rel ated
progr ans.

Now, I wll say, |I'mnot seeing a
ton of ganbling and the substance
abuse counseling. And |I'm assum ng
that's because there's already a fund
for that set up. | actually serve as
the Virginia Racing Conm ssion's
representative on the Problem Ganbli ng
Counsel and one of the things that --
because | know there will be a
question about that, why that's not
part of this.

There's a huge anpunt of npbney
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goi ng towards that fund. Wat we're
trying to figure out as a part of that
counsel, how to use that noney w sely.
You can't -- that's such a margi nal
group of people who are overl ooked and
soneti mes operators just throw noney
at the problemand think if we
dedicate 2 or $3 nmillion, it's going
to fix the problem That's not how it
wor ks.

And so, that group, which
M. Berman actually shows up to a | ot
and gives really solid advice to that.
So we're | ooking at ways to inprove
that including filing budget
anendnents going forward to be able to
use the noney that's already deposited
into that fund. Which, of course, as
you know, it doesn't matter what your
cash bal ance is. You have to
appropriate funds to be able to use
t hem

So |'"mhoping that in the future

as we're able to utilize nore of those
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noneys, that part of this will go
towar ds pari nmutuel ganbling counseling
and things like that. | hope that we
can join the -- the fight there
because that is a very inportant
cause. Virginia Lottery is paving the
way on that.

| believe Generals is putting out
constant rem nders on that. So | just
wanted to do that little shout-out to
that marginalized group. It's a very
I nportant thing and | hope to work
wth you all on that going forward.

So now I'll turn it over to you
all to just go through each of the
itens and tell us, you know, put a --
put a vendor to the nane and things
i ke that.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: Aidan, wi ||
you al so address the grow ng dent al
expense that M. Bernan asked about
earlier?

MR, TURNAGE-BARNEY: 'l do
t hat .
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Ckay. Yeah. So just going
through the list that you all have in
front of you, the first itemis the
food program So what we do there,

M guel Paz, he's a kitchen guy up in
Maryl and, in Laurel. He cones out and
hel ps us out for the summer. He does
not get any kind of a salary fromus
for the race track so we give hima
smal | subsidy at the begi nning of the
nmeet to help himget his initial
groceries and things |ike that.

And then we provide about 15
nmeal s to backstretch and foot workers
on the deck. M guel delivers those
out to people who are, you know, in
poor situations and can't maybe afford
to get lunch that day.

Al so, we have sonme snmall events.
We have our Qpen House Day July 11th
before the first Friday night of
racing. Also Ganble and You Day to
get everybody there, have our general

HBPA nenbershi p neeting and feed
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ever ybody.

Transportation. So we pay for a
van, a 12-passenger van and a driver,
Arnul fo Rangel, and insurance for the
van. So, basically, that van is used
for the horsenmen to get to the grocery
store, to the gas station, to the
dentist, to the doctor's office.

Wher ever they need to go. A lot of
these folks cone in on horse trailers
and with our renote |ocation in

New Kent, they're not able to get to
t he place that they need to sustain.

The chaplain. So the chapl ai n,
we pay his salary, his expenses, and
for his golf cart which he used to
take around. He does a church service
on every Tuesday night. W feed
peopl e, they cone out, and he does
prayers for people. And he also has
becone probably our nobst inportant
asset in terns of counseling for
i ndi vi dual s on the back side.

My first year here on the back
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side, we tried to do an AA cl ass under
t he recommendati on of a horseman on
t he back side. And he was the only
person who attended. So we talked to
Chapl ain J about that individually and
he goes to these individuals while he
Is riding around and talks to them
about their problens. He cones to us
w th things they may need for support
or just individually spends tine with
themto help themtake care of it. So
that's been very very hel pful.

The groomwards. So we offer $50
best haired-out horse at every race.
So, you know, the groons who wal k them
over, they do a good job taking care
of the horse. They get this little
reward.

Medi cal, optical, and dental
care, | think I'll get to that at the
end.

G othing. So we do hats and
shirts at the beginning of the neet so

that all the horsenen who cone in,
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often, they don't have an opportunity
to get new clothing. So they can at
| east get a new hat and shirt once a
year. Backstretch workers, yes.

Un training prograns. So we
provide the GoomElite course. [|I'm
In negotiation with Reid MLell an
about that right now So they cone in
and teach a course. This is ained to
get people who are starting at the
hot - wal ki ng groom | evel and being able
to advance their know edge so they can
build nore of a career as a trainer or
headi ng up the | adder. And also for
peopl e who have never spent any tine
on the back side.

So | ast year we had a cl ass of, |
t hi nk ei ght individuals. None of them
had worked on the back side before,
and | hear fromlots of themthat they
have j obs com ng back this year or
t hey' ve been traveling up and down the
East Coast trying to find work for it.

It's -- it's an inportant piece to
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trying to get people involved into our
i ndustry who ot herwi se nay not have
had a way to take that first step into
it.

The Di sabl ed Jockey's Benefit.
So we have a gol f tournanent every
year to benefit the PBJF as well as
Shannon Canpbell, a | ocal base jockey
who had an accident a couple of years
ago. That's good bet of events to,
you know, do our part to hel p benefit
t he j ockeys who have had those
si tuations.

M scel | aneous. So we do things
on the back side to try to nake it a
nore confortable place for the groons
such as the tents that are in between
all the dorm buildings. The picnic
tabl es, various things like that to
make the backstretch nore |ivable.
You know, we got rods for curtains two
years ago so there's sonething to stop
the sun going into the dorm roons

before they had all those.
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And then individual benevol ence.
So that's kind of the, you know, the
odd situation. The guy who gets
traded on the back side and needs a
bus ticket to get back to another
racetrack or sonething |ike that, the
I ndi vi dual situations that we're able
to help people out wth.

MR. BERVAN: As far as the
dental, nedical, and optical. As you
know, | started here | ast year and I
just continued the program As it's
been, ny thought is that | should
observe and see how these prograns
work and then nmake nodification after
| see what's going on and how
effective it's been.

The optical, pretty sinple,
peopl e need a pair of glasses. W're
going tolimt -- | think we are going
tolimt nowto one pair of glasses.
| was getting people comng in with
bills for nultiple -- two -- two pairs

of glasses. It didn't seemlike that
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made sense to ne.

What seened to be happening a | ot
| ast year was people were going to
provi ders because they were used to it
and they knew who they were w t hout
necessarily stopping at our office
first. So that's going to change this
year. Nobody is going to be all owed
to go to the dentist and get dental
care before they stop into the office
and tell us what their issue is and
get a piece of paper that they take to
the dentist this year.

Medical is pretty sinple. |If
sonmebody has a nedical problem we're
going to do sonething about it. W' ve
had people over in the past that have
truly needed help right away. And
we're there. And they cone to us. So
I f we need an anbul ance to cone, we're
going to call an anbul ance and
what ever care they need.

And so, as far as the denti st

goes, in addition to not allow ng
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people to just go to the denti st
w t hout coming through us first to try
to stop that from happening, we're
switching dentists this year. W
are -- we've used a dentist in,
believe it was in West Point. And
we're going to have a dentist in
New Kent, close -- closer to the track
for people.

Second, | don't believe that the
dental program should be for
preventive dental care. And | think
maybe that was happeni ng too nuch.
Now, |I'Il say this, when | started at
@Qulf Stream many years ago and |
wal ked into that program everybody
was getting dental care and we were
spendi ng over $200,000 a year. And
that's a year-round program but
that's a lot of dental care going on
t here.

And so, at sone point, | said,
"Only -- this is for people who need

to see the dentist. They have a
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t oot hache. They have a problem"”
This isn't 1'mgoing for ny annual
checkup kind of thing. And what
happened was people were comng into
my office holding their nouth and
noani ng.

And so, it didn't quite work the
way you -- you know, they wound up
going to the dentist anyway. | can't
tell whether they really needed a
dentist or not. But | amtold that
our previous dentist has told us that
many of the people that conme to see
the dentist, is the first tine they've
seen the -- even seen a dentist in
their life. And so, they may have
| ots of problens going on that need
attention. And nost dentists are not
going to turn sonebody away and tell
them "CGo take care el sewhere" when
t hey have a problem and they need to
be taken care of.

So we're going to continue doing

that. We are going to nake sure that
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we have better control, better
communi cation with the dentist so that
we know as it's happeni ng what the
bill is. And as | attenpted to do
| ast year per the limt, nothing over
my -- ny -- ny rule |ast year was,
anyt hi ng over $1, 000, you call ne
before you start doi ng any work.

It wasn't happening | ast year.
It's going to happen this year with
the new dentist. And | think that
amount shoul d conme down but we have
nmore people here this year. W have a
full barn situation that we didn't
have | ast year. W have nore days
whi ch nmeans nore people are going to
be here.

And so, | think what 1'Il be
doing to try to keep a handle on this
thing mght be offset a little bit by
the increase in days and the increased
nunber of people here. So I think the
budget anmount that we've asked for is

appropriate. W've spent a little
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over $40,000 | ast year on dental. It
was 41 or $42,000 of the 57. The
ot her 15 went to nedical and
eyegl asses.

And so, we asked for 63 this year
figuring there's going to be an
I ncrease just by the nature of what
we're -- you know how nany days we
have runni ng and how nany people are
going to be here. Hopefully, it'll be
| ess but we don't want to be short.

So that's ny expl anation of
dent al .

CHAI R NIl XON: Thank you.

Do the conm ssioners have new
questions or comments?

COW SSI ONER SIEGEL: 1"l just
nmention that you -- you said it got a
little out of hand | ast year and now
you've put in ways to becone nore
efficient in the way you' ve eval uat ed.
So we encourage you to continue to do
that and we'll see what you cone back

wth next year. Perhaps you'll be
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under budget next year and everybody
w || be happy.

MR. BERMAN: I n the perfect
worl d, the only people who go to the
denti st are people that need dental
care now. They're not -- and | find
t hat sone places are nore lenient with
their dental care. Sone race tracks.
And sone are |ess.

And sonetines you get these
people that if they think that it's
easy to get dental here or, like, in
Florida, it was easy to get dental
care there, they wait. And wait until
they cane to those places where -- who
Is sinpler to get the dental care. W
don't want to keep people that need to
see the dentist fromgoing. But we
al so want to make sure they cone
t hrough us first.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: den, it
sounds |ike you nay need to have a
conversation with a new denti st.

MR. BERMAN. We have. W al ready
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have. We've interviewed --

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: And say,
"If soneone cones to you just for a
checkup, you need to send them back. "

MR. BERMAN:  Absol utely.

MR. TURNAGE- BARNEY: Yeah, | went
and to talked to them a coupl e of
weeks ago. You know, they're only
going to be able to take our fol ks on
Mondays and Tuesdays and she is very
clear that she's not willing to do it
even if they were to go and do that.
So very much so energency dental care
two days of the week wth reserved
spots for our people.

MR. AHMED: So just two
clarification points for the record.
So you' ve got $28, 000 budgeted for
m scel | aneous. | woul d advi se t hat
you keep neticul ous records and | talk
to M. Petronola this norning. |
beli eve you all were paying al
evi dence -- all invoices and

everything related to this budget for
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five years. Wen the Racing
Comm ssion audits this later on this
year, perhaps early next year, we wll
be | ooki ng to nmake sure that $28, 000
falls under the statutory categori es.

And so, | would advise if at any
point you feel the need to expend
moneys fromthat account, that you
reach out to us and we can work with
our assistant attorney general to
confirmthat things are, if approved
by the Comm ssion today, that they are
under the proper category and we want
to make sure that things aren't going
outside of the statutory purposes.

The second sort of just -- if you
could quickly -- just mnding the tine
here. Just quickly answer, do any of
your board nenbers -- this is a
conflict of interest question. Do any
of the board nenbers or staff of the
HBPA benefit from any of the anount
that this budget would be approvi ng?

MR. BERMAN:  No.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N -

T R N T R T N T e e e T e N e o N
O N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N B O

Transcript of Proceedings

96

PROCEEDI NGS

MR. AHMVED: Ckay. And the second
question is --

MR. BERMAN. | take it back, they
m ght get a T-shirt.

MR. AHMVED: Ckay. | would | ook
into that and just confirm

My second question is, when these
requests cone in, you know, | believe
the VHHA, they woul d have the board
sort of opine on certain things. They
have a much | ower budget, obviously,
and dedicated to a couple of different
things. But | believe you said that
you nmake the decision on the request
and things like that; is that correct?

Are those approvals that you do,
are they -- can they be ratified by
your board at any point?

MR. BERMAN. |'ve got kind of an
internal rule. Any requests over
$1, 000 goes to the board.

MR AHVED: Got it. Ckay. So
t here you have that del egation as the

executi ve director.
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MR. BERMAN.  Yes.

MR. AHVED: Perfect. Thank you.

| have no further conments.

CHAI R NI XON:  Thank you.

Al'l conm ssioners in favor of
approvi ng the 2025 Virgini a HPBA
Benevol ence Budget pl ease indicate by

respondi ng yes.

NOTE: Conm ssioners respond yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any opposed?

Motion carri ed.

Thank you, guys.

Thi s concl udes new busi ness. |
w ||l now open the -- the Conmm ssion
w Il now open the floor to nenbers of
the public to provide a comment not to
exceed three mnutes. |If you'd like
to speak, please approach the mc.

Anyone willing to comrent ?

Ckay. We will be going into
cl osed session, but before | call for

that, any other comments fromthe
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comm ssi oners?

COW SSI ONER BRAND: Do we have a
next neeting date set?

MR AHVED: We don't. Not right
now. It will nost |ikely be in August
but we're tackling a workforce right
now, we're hiring additional positions
and things like that. So | don't want
to commt to anything. But nost
i kel y August or late July.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Thank you.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Tanner, anything el se you would |ike
to comment on?

COW SSI ONER TANNER:  No, thank
you.

CHAIR NI XON:  Next, we will have
cl osed session. |I'd like to entertain
a notion to convene in closed session.

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So noved.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Second.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE: |
nove that we convene a cl osed neeti ng

i n accordance with the Virginia
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Freedom of Information Act. The
pur pose and subject of this neeting is
to di scuss personnel nmatters and
consultation by staff and | ega
counsel .

The applicabl e exceptions from
open neeting requirenents under the
Freedom of Information Act is
Section 2.2-3711.A 1. And
Section 2.2-3711. A 8.

CHAIR NI XON: | believe
Comm ssi oner Si egel seconded; is that
correct?

COWMM SSI ONER SI EGEL: | think
nmoved and Brand seconded.

CHAIR NI XON:  All right. Al
conm ssioners in favor of convening in
cl osed sessi on pl ease indicate by

respondi ng yes.

NOTE: Conm ssi oners respond yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Any opposed?
Ckay. Mbotion carri ed.

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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W' || cone back to adjourn.

Thank you.

NOTE: \Wereupon the hearing is
held in cl osed session and reconvenes

as foll ows:

CHAIR NI XON: | would like to
entertain a notion to convene in open
session and provide certification on
the matters di scussed in cl osed
sessi on.

| nove that we vote on and record
our certification that to the best of
each nenber's know edge only public
busi ness matters lawfully exenpted
from open neeting requirenents under
this chapter and only such public
busi ness nmatters as were identified in
the notion by which the cl osed neeting
was convened were heard, discussed, or
considered in the neeting by the
publ i ¢ body.

CHAIR NI XON:  |Is there a second?

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Second.

CHAIR NI XON: I'll do a roll cal
vote for the certification.

Comm ssi oner Tanner.

MR. AHMED: That's on nute. So
he doesn't hear any of that.

CHAI R NI XON:  Ckay.

MR. AHMED: Jeff, are you there?

COWM SSI ONER TANNER: | am yes.

CHAIR NI XON: | nove that we vote
on and record our certification that
to the best of each nenber's
know edge. Only public business
matters lawfully exenpted from open
meeting requirenents under this
chapter and only such public business
matters as were identified in the
noti on by which the closed neeting was
convened were heard, discussed, or
considered in the neeting by the
publ i ¢ body.

Is there a second?

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Second.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conmi ssi oner

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Si egel .

"Il do a roll call vote for the
certification.

Comm ssi oner Tanner.

COW SSI ONER TANNER:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner Brand.

COW SSI ONER BRAND:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Gor don- Moor e.

COVWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOORE:  Yes.

CHAI R NI XON:  Conm ssi oner
Si egel .

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL:  Yes.

CHAIR NI XON: And Comm ssi oner
Ni xon voted yes for the record.
Motion carried and certified.

Since there's no other business,
the Chair would entertain a notion to
adj ourn this June 6th, 2025, neeting
of the VRC

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So noved.

CHAIR NI XON: Do | have a notion?

COW SSI ONER SI EGEL: So noved.

COWM SSI ONER GORDON- MOCRE:

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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Second.

CHAI R NI XON: Conm ssi oner Si egel
and Conm ssi oner Gordon-Mor e.

Al'l conm ssioners in favor of
adj our ni ng pl ease indicate by

respondi ng yes.

NOTE: Conm ssioners respond yes.

CHAIR NI XON: Motion carried.
Meet i ng adj our ned.

NOTE: This concl udes the June 4,
2025, neeting of the Virginia Racing

Comm ssi on.

HEARI NG CONCLUDED

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF VIRA NI A )
SSs.
COUNTY OF RI CHMOND )

I, JUAN ORTEGA, a Notary Public
wthin and for the State of Virginia,
do hereby certify:

THAT SAI D PROCEEDI NGS is a
transcript of the Virginia Racing
Conm ssi on Public Hearing, when held on
June 4, 2025, at 1:00 p.m in Richnond,
Virginia.

| further certify this is a true
and accurate transcript to the best of
nmy ability to hear and understand the
proceedi ngs and other incidents of the
hearing herein as set down to the best
of ny ability.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand this 18th day of June,

2025. %Wp 0@(7@

JUAN ORTEGA, CCR

ORTEGA INTERNATIONAL REPORTING
(202) 681-5140
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